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One of the great things about 
Reading the Hebrew Testament

The Old Testament 

Are the wonderful colorful characters you get to meet  and 

The prophet Elijah stands out as one of the most   colorful

He is a prophet during the reign of   King Ahab

One of the many lousy kings who 

Followed the great  King Solomon  and
Elijah has his work cut out for him with 

King Ahab and his Queen Jezebel 

The people of God   
Under the rule of these two    are suffering and 

When we meet up with Elijah today 

He has warned the King that 

God is sending a drought on the land to 
Punish him

Not surprisingly   

Ahab  and Jezebel in particular  have not taken this insult well    and 

Elijah has to   get out of town for awhile

He doesn’t really have time to pack a bag

So   at first he is cared for 
Out there in the wilderness    by crows    but

As   the drought spreads  and 

God sends him to  the widow of Zarephath  

Now in that ancient patriarchal society  

She is of little value and 

Has no   resources to help Elijah  and  

Elijah doesn’t have much to offer her      except  
He  does have   God  with him and so 

He brings hope and light   
Driving away  fear and death     

Together  with God  

They each restore life to one another   and 
Her son  

Pause 

Then we join Jesus as he is 
Walking down a dusty road with the

Crowd of people that are always surrounding him  and
They are walking towards the gates of Nain
When out of the gates     comes a funeral procession  

When he saw the widow     
Who has just lost her only son    

He walked over 

Touched the palette they were carrying the body on  and
Told the dead man to get up   

And he did
We have two remarkable stories of   ‘prophets’

Bringing the only son    of a widow 
Back to life   

Elijah and Jesus     
Their mere presence   transforms  
Anguish and despair  and  fear      into  hope  and 
They  bring life   out of death    because 

They bring with them  God  

This is all   good    but 

I have found that what is 

Often   on peoples minds 
When they hear of miraculous resurrections is 
Does that really happen  or 

Why can’t that happen today

Why can’t God or a healer or a priest   

Come along and   have compassion on us and

Raise our beloved from the dead
And I  wish that too 

I wish there were  miraculous resurrections  and 
Maybe  some people do get them   but
I haven’t seen one really 

Other than in a hospital emergency room  

The wisdom   in these stories 

That is of use to us today  

Has to do with the resurrection to    eternal life    

We are almost all of us   
At some point or another in our lives   

Spiritually dead  or   at the very least 

In intensive care and  

In desperate need   of a resurrection  and 
This is the important thing about resurrection stories 

They are talking about a resurrection that 

Is more important than 
Our physical well being 

They are talking about our spiritual well being    

Resurrection  is  spiritual transformation

Now  all of us change over time 
None of us is the person we were ten years ago   
We grew up     we learned   we changed    but 

We may not be   resurrected

Resurrection in the sense we are using it here 

Is the process of dying to our false selves  

It is the conscious effort we put into 

Allowing Christ’s life to resurrect within us   

When we do this   

We begin to lose our fear   

We are less enslaved by our  unhealthy attachments  and 

We gain a growing sense of  peace and gratitude   

We become Christ    
Resurrection doesn’t have the drama of 

Those big moments  

The mountain top experiences   
It is the  slow   hard work of  

Finding God     within and without 
Sometimes   we find ourselves in need of a resurrection

We are in a   dark night of the soul

We are in a   procession from Nain 

So to speak  

Sometimes we choose to work on our spiritual growth  and 
It is very hard to do this   without a church

There are lots of people who say they are 

Spiritual   but not religious 

By which I think they mean   

They don’t  think they like organized religion 

It’s messy    but 

That’s  how we get resurrected    because 

In community    we find   both

The most delightful  and like minded of people   and

We find people who have 

Clearly been sent by God to teach us 

Three weeks ago   after the 10:30 service 
Everyone had finished visiting at coffee hour and 

Had pretty much gone home   but 

There were a few of us still around and 

I was in the Vicarage getting the felt board ready 

For the noon service   when 

The most  outrageous  ruckus began outside  
It was the crows   and

They were obviously    frantic    about something

At first   we ignored it   but

After few minutes  

The noise became so   loud and so insistent 

We went outside to the parking lot 

To see what was going on    

We weren’t alone   out there either  

People from all over the church  had come out 

People from coffee hour or  

Altar Guild     6 or 7 of us 
We were all out in the parking lot watching 

What must have been 30 to 40 crows 

Circling and screaming and swooping 

Around in the sky   to the south
Their focus was mainly on a large pine tree over there   but 

They also came over this way   circling over the church

We scanned the sky    looking for what it was that had upset them 

Trying to figure out   what they were doing  but 

We couldn’t see anything  
None of us knew too much about crows  
Except that none of us liked them 

I mentioned that  

The Native Americans believe crows to be 

The voice of God  and therefore    Holy    

After which  someone else noted that 

A gathering of crows is called a murder

Eventually    one of us saw it  

It was a hawk    right above us    

Doing its own bit of screaming and circling   
Just as determined    it seemed to 

Get to the pine tree    as the 
Crows were to keep it away 

The mob   of crows would 
Swoop and attack it  whenever  
It came anywhere near the tree    and 
It would   lazily drift away and then  

Swirl back around to   try again  

Perhaps thinking its sharp claws 

Which could easily  slice open a crow     if it got too close 

Would cause the crows to   

Give up and go away    but 
Those crows did not give up 

The battle went on for more than a few minutes 

I had to quit watching and 

Begin the noon service 

I didn’t see the end of the story but 

Someone who came in ate to the service did and 

They reported that  
The hawk was last seen flying off to the north with

A battalion of crows   screeching behind him

As the hawk   vanished in the distance 
They were dropping back  

Peeling off   one by one     but 

Even as the hawk disappeared into the horizon

The he was still being pursued by crows

When we are   as good as dead 

Like    Elijah in the wilderness 
Or the widows   or their sons 

When we are walking in a procession from Nain 

It doesn’t matter how we got there 

We need someone with us 

While we get resurrected   and

That’s where the crows come in 

They work together    to care for one another

Just as they cared for Elijah in the wilderness     

They roost together in trees   in turns out
The roost is noisy and messy   but 

The roost keeps them safe   and

The young ones learn from their elders there   and 

Families are nurtured there   and 

Match making goes on   and 

When there is danger    

They work together   to fight it off 

And that’s how it is with this church
We are together 
Noisy and messy though we sometimes may be 
We stand with each other through the dark nights   

We drive away the fear   and 

We are also   at our best 

Protective and safe and nurturing   and 

Taking care of the kids     yes

We are all becoming Christ 

Getting resurrected    with one another        

OLD TESTAMENT: 1 Kings 17: 8 - 16, (17 - 24)   

(NRSV) {The Widow of Zarephath} Then the word of the LORD came to him, saying, 9 "Go now to Zarephath, which belongs to Sidon, and live there; for I have commanded a widow there to feed you." 10 So he set out and went to Zarephath. When he came to the gate of the town, a widow was there gathering sticks; he called to her and said, "Bring me a little water in a vessel, so that I may drink." 11 As she was going to bring it, he called to her and said, "Bring me a morsel of bread in your hand." 12 But she said, "As the LORD your God lives, I have nothing baked, only a handful of meal in a jar, and a little oil in a jug; I am now gathering a couple of sticks, so that I may go home and prepare it for myself and my son, that we may eat it, and die." 13 Elijah said to her, "Do not be afraid; go and do as you have said; but first make me a little cake of it and bring it to me, and afterwards make something for yourself and your son. 14 For thus says the LORD the God of Israel: The jar of meal will not be emptied and the jug of oil will not fail until the day that the LORD sends rain on the earth." 15 She went and did as Elijah said, so that she as well as he and her household ate for many days. 16 The jar of meal was not emptied, neither did the jug of oil fail, according to the word of the LORD that he spoke by Elijah. 

17 {Elijah Revives the Widow's Son} After this the son of the woman, the mistress of the house, became ill; his illness was so severe that there was no breath left in him. 18 She then said to Elijah, "What have you against me, O man of God? You have come to me to bring my sin to remembrance, and to cause the death of my son!" 19 But he said to her, "Give me your son." He took him from her bosom, carried him up into the upper chamber where he was lodging, and laid him on his own bed. 20 He cried out to the LORD, "O LORD my God, have you brought calamity even upon the widow with whom I am staying, by killing her son?" 21 Then he stretched himself upon the child three times, and cried out to the LORD, "O LORD my God, let this child's life come into him again." 22 The LORD listened to the voice of Elijah; the life of the child came into him again, and he revived. 23 Elijah took the child, brought him down from the upper chamber into the house, and gave him to his mother; then Elijah said, "See, your son is alive." 24 So the woman said to Elijah, "Now I know that you are a man of God, and that the word of the LORD in your mouth is truth." 

PSALM 146   (RCL)

Psal 146:1 (NRSV) {Praise for God's Help} Praise the LORD! 

Praise the LORD, O my soul! 

2 I will praise the LORD as long as I live; 

I will sing praises to my God all my life long. 

3 Do not put your trust in princes, 

in mortals, in whom there is no help. 

4 When their breath departs, they return to the earth; 

on that very day their plans perish. 

5 Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob, 

whose hope is in the LORD their God, 

6 who made heaven and earth, 

the sea, and all that is in them; 

who keeps faith forever; 7 who executes justice for the oppressed; 

who gives food to the hungry. 

The LORD sets the prisoners free; 8 the LORD opens the eyes of the blind. 

The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; 

the LORD loves the righteous. 

9 The LORD watches over the strangers; 

he upholds the orphan and the widow, 

but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin. 

10 The LORD will reign forever, 

your God, O Zion, for all generations. 

Praise the LORD! 

NEW TESTAMENT:   Galatians 1: 11 - 24   

(NRSV) {Paul's Vindication of His Apostleship} For I want you to know, brothers and sisters, {Gk [brothers] } that the gospel that was proclaimed by me is not of human origin; 12 for I did not receive it from a human source, nor was I taught it, but I received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ. 

13 You have heard, no doubt, of my earlier life in Judaism. I was violently persecuting the church of God and was trying to destroy it. 14 I advanced in Judaism beyond many among my people of the same age, for I was far more zealous for the traditions of my ancestors. 15 But when God, who had set me apart before I was born and called me through his grace, was pleased 16 to reveal his Son to me, {Gk [in me] } so that I might proclaim him among the Gentiles, I did not confer with any human being, 17 nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were already apostles before me, but I went away at once into Arabia, and afterwards I returned to Damascus. 

18 Then after three years I did go up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas and stayed with him fifteen days; 19 but I did not see any other apostle except James the Lord's brother. 20 In what I am writing to you, before God, I do not lie! 21 Then I went into the regions of Syria and Cilicia, 22 and I was still unknown by sight to the churches of Judea that are in Christ; 23 they only heard it said, "The one who formerly was persecuting us is now proclaiming the faith he once tried to destroy." 24 And they glorified God because of me. 

GOSPEL:   Luke 7: 11 - 17

(NRSV) 

Soon afterwards {Other ancient authorities read [Next day] } he went to a town called Nain, and his disciples and a large crowd went with him. 12 As he approached the gate of the town, a man who had died was being carried out. He was his mother's only son, and she was a widow; and with her was a large crowd from the town. 13 When the Lord saw her, he had compassion for her and said to her, "Do not weep." 14 Then he came forward and touched the bier, and the bearers stood still. And he said, "Young man, I say to you, rise!" 15 The dead man sat up and began to speak, and Jesus {Gk [he] } gave him to his mother. 16 Fear seized all of them; and they glorified God, saying, "A great prophet has risen among us!" and "God has looked favorably on his people!" 17 This word about him spread throughout Judea and all the surrounding country. 
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