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On a summer morning in June
With the birds and the bees and the flowers 

All doing their stuff out there,   

A pulpit pounding sermon on the wages of sin is    probably 

Just the thing everyone wants to hear.

And it’s Father’s Day

Which means fathers have got to   somehow 

At least be mentioned    

While carefully keeping them separated from 

The sinners and 

There is an   awful lot   of sinnin’ goin’ on.

It begins with David -

The apple-of-God’s-eye-David,

Who has become King David when we meet up with him today,

And who has let the King thing go to his head a bit.

He likes being King,   

He prides himself on what a 

Good and just king he is.

And to some extent    he is right

He is a good and just man

Until

He falls head over heels in love with 

The married lady next door and he decides 

He has to have her for himself. 

So, he arranges for some  

Unfortunate things   to happen to her husband 

And he dies and  

She is free to marry David – 

After a suitable period of mourning,  of course

Which is where the story picks up today.

God was not pleased about all this    carrying on and  

Sends Nathan - a great holy man – to 

Confront David and rather than just 

Telling David what a bum he is 

- never a good approach with a prideful king -

Nathan tells him the story we heard 

about the sweet lamb. 

David is outraged by the sinful man in 
Nathan’s  story and   

Demands the man be brought to him.

At which point Nathan gets to 

Look David in the eye and say

‘You   are the man.’

Then   we have the story of a   sinful   woman

The one with the oil and the loose hair.

That’s how we think of this story after 

we’ve heard it a couple of times.  

Loose hair    means loose woman.    

That’s how it was in those days

Nice ladies kept their hair up,

didn’t   go out alone, and  

certainly didn’t walk up to a man and

Touch him  and  talk to him 

Rub his feet with oil and their hair

So  this woman who touched Jesus

Must have been very sinful indeed.   

It’s funny how the woman in this story has 

Become the focus over the years because 

the sinner that Jesus is most irritated with 

Is  not  this woman but 

Simon,   the Pharisee who has invited him to dinner. 

Simon is  apparently   so sure of

His righteousness    he doesn’t bother

Offering the little niceties that were expected 

When you went over to dinner at someone’s house – 

A kiss of welcome

A little water to off wash the dusty  dirty   feet 

A bit of oil to smear on your head. 

It’s Simon who’s meant to be the focus

It’s Simon who’s the big sinner -  

Because he is so sure that 

He is    not     a sinner.

Just as David thought of himself as 

A great and just king

Pride has a grip on our Pharisee.

We hear him thinking to himself 

“I am so glad I am not like these other people.   

I say my prayers and go to Temple and

Follow the laws of the Bible, 

And I’ve nothing in common with that disgusting woman 

With her hair hanging down. 

Look at her   flinging herself at Jesus 

As if he were some sort of God.  

And look at him    he’s supposed to be hot stuff 

    - maybe even the Messiah some people have said.
Well if he’s the Messiah then I’m a Roman god

Because this guy can’t tell the difference between a 

Nice Jewish girl and some common floozy.”

Jesus    just like Nathan  in the first story  

Decides to confront   his sinner with a story but

We never find out if Simon gets it or not.

David     bless his heart      immediately got it

Got that he had been sinful and asked forgiveness but 

Whether or not Simon asked forgiveness

We don’t know. 

Both stories end with sins being forgiven

There’s all that nonsense at the end 

Of David’s story about God 

punishing them for their sin by

Killing the baby   but

God doesn’t kill babies or 

even punish    people 

And the idea that he does is clearly corrected    

By Jesus   at the end of Simon’s story 

God says     through Jesus that

He likes forgiving us of   big sins because 

He knows we will love Him all the more for it.
Nobody is punished or struck dead 

The only thing that happens is forgiveness.  

God knows    the chaos we create in our lives

When we are sinful   is punishment enough.

That’s why forgiveness is so important

It is the only way we can     go in peace.   

As I said before   there is 

A whole lot a sinning’ goin’ on here -

We’ve got lust and murder and envy and 

Not loving our neighbor and idolatry  but

In the end,  the sin of pride is 

Really what does them all in,

   - except the woman with the oil -

Because they are all so proud of 

What Godly people they are

They have forgotten   that Godliness requires humility.

The problem with pride is the way it pushes everyone away

Including God

And pride has a way of convincing us that we really don’t need anyone else

Including God and

This is bound to cause big problems

Most of the people I bump into are 

Far more likely to think   they are sinners 

Than to think they are righteous but 
There are a lot of people out there who 
Think they are    almost   always   right.

People who think they’ve got it all figured out 

 - people like me.  

And much as I hate to admit it

This is most certainly pride

And most certainly     a sin.

I first began to notice how right I was
About   twenty years ago 

At my dad’s funeral.

It was back in my hometown of Enid, Oklahoma

And since everyone in the family there

Is Southern Baptist 

– except my wildly  badly  behaved   father –

My mother had    of course  

Asked the nice Southern Baptist preacher 

To preside at Dad’s funeral and burial.

The preacher really was a nice man but 

He thought that pretty much 

Anything fun was a sin and 

That the Bible was literally true

And that most everyone he met was in

Desperate need of Jesus Christ and salvation.  

And that was exactly how he spoke at 

Any service he ever did -
Including dad’s funeral

And at one point he got so wound up  

I began to worry that 

He was going to have an Altar call

And ask us all to come forward 

And accept Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior.

That’s the moment when I became quite certain that

I was so much   righter   about everything 

Than my family.

Righter about God and the Bible and 

About how to do church.

And how to preach at a funeral.

I was already sure I was a 

Much better parent than my father because 

He’d been an alcoholic   and  … well …

I wasn’t.   

Mom was quite happy with the funeral though

And when she died a few years later  

She left instructions that 

She wanted her funeral and burial - 

To be       just like dad’s.

And so,  I found myself once again 

Gathered with my family at the family plot    

out at the cemetery in Oklahoma,

Listening to a   most inappropriately  

Fired up sermon and somewhere along the line 

I quit listening and began to 

Think about the rest of the family 

Who were    buried …  right here  …  

Somewhere ...  under my feet.
I looked down to see if I could see a tombstone 

But no  that awful green plastic grass was spread everywhere.  

Still     I knew the family plot pretty well and 

Figured out fairly quickly that 

I must be standing on    Uncle Jack.

I am standing,    I thought to myself

On the people who went before me.

And I suppose the grief and 
The longing to see these people again and 

What they had meant to me

Is what broke through the pride that 

I wore like well polished armor.

The people I was standing on 

Literally and figuratively 

Made me into whoever I am today

They taught me to believe and trust in God

They preached to me about sin and
Taught me to value the Bible

and     at the very least   

     Even if Dad did seem to prefer his bourbon to me  

My Father    gave me a life and 

I needed to ditch the armor  and
Get over myself.

Some of us have fathers who were awful
Some of us have fathers who were excellent

And then there are all the fathers in between

But all of us have a father

Who in spite of all the sinning going on down here

Is filled with nothing but 
Understanding and forgiveness  

A father who is everything we could ever want or need.  

2 Samuel 11: 26 - 12: 10, 13 - 15 (ECUSA) 

(NRSV) When the wife of Uri'ah heard that her husband was dead, she made lamentation for him. 27 When the mourning was over, David sent and brought her to his house, and she became his wife, and bore him a son. 

But the thing that David had done displeased the LORD, 12:1 and the LORD sent Nathan to David. He came to him, and said to him, "There were two men in a certain city, the one rich and the other poor. 2 The rich man had very many flocks and herds; 3 but the poor man had nothing but one little ewe lamb, which he had bought. He brought it up, and it grew up with him and with his children; it used to eat of his meager fare, and drink from his cup, and lie in his bosom, and it was like a daughter to him. 4 Now there came a traveler to the rich man, and he was loath to take one of his own flock or herd to prepare for the wayfarer who had come to him, but he took the poor man's lamb, and prepared that for the guest who had come to him." 5 Then David's anger was greatly kindled against the man. He said to Nathan, "As the LORD lives, the man who has done this deserves to die; 6 he shall restore the lamb fourfold, because he did this thing, and because he had no pity." 

7 Nathan said to David, "You are the man! Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: I anointed you king over Israel, and I rescued you from the hand of Saul; 8 I gave you your master's house, and your master's wives into your bosom, and gave you the house of Israel and of Judah; and if that had been too little, I would have added as much more. 9 Why have you despised the word of the LORD, to do what is evil in his sight? You have struck down Uri'ah the Hit'tite with the sword, and have taken his wife to be your wife, and have killed him with the sword of the Am'monites. 10 Now therefore the sword shall never depart from your house, for you have despised me, and have taken the wife of Uri'ah the Hit'tite to be your wife. 

13 David said to Nathan, "I have sinned against the LORD." Nathan said to David, "Now the LORD has put away your sin; you shall not die. 14 Nevertheless, because by this deed you have utterly scorned the LORD, the child that is born to you shall die." 15 Then Nathan went to his house. 

The LORD struck the child that Uri'ah's wife bore to David, and it became very ill. 

PSALM 5: 1 - 8 (RCL) 

Psal 5:1 (NRSV) Give ear to my words, O LORD; 

give heed to my sighing. 

2 Listen to the sound of my cry, 

my King and my God, 

for to you I pray. 

3 O LORD, in the morning you hear my voice; 

in the morning I plead my case to you, and watch. 

4 For you are not a God who delights in wickedness; 

evil will not sojourn with you. 

5 The boastful will not stand before your eyes; 

you hate all evildoers. 

6 You destroy those who speak lies; 

the LORD abhors the bloodthirsty and deceitful. 

7 But I, through the abundance of your steadfast love, 

will enter your house, 

I will bow down toward your holy temple 

in awe of you. 

8 Lead me, O LORD, in your righteousness 

because of my enemies; 

make your way straight before me. 

NEW TESTAMENT: Galatians 2: 15 - 21 (RCL) 

 (NRSV) But when Ce'phas came to An'tioch, I opposed him to his face, because he stood self-condemned; 12 for until certain people came from James, he used to eat with the Gentiles. But after they came, he drew back and kept himself separate for fear of the circumcision faction. 13 And the other Jews joined him in this hypocrisy, so that even Bar'nabas was led astray by their hypocrisy. 14 But when I saw that they were not acting consistently with the truth of the gospel, I said to Ce'phas before them all, "If you, though a Jew, live like a Gentile and not like a Jew, how can you compel the Gentiles to live like Jews?" 

15 We ourselves are Jews by birth and not Gentile sinners; 16 yet we know that a person is justified not by the works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ. And we have come to believe in Christ Jesus, so that we might be justified by faith in Christ, and not by doing the works of the law, because no one will be justified by the works of the law. 17 But if, in our effort to be justified in Christ, we ourselves have been found to be sinners, is Christ then a servant of sin? Certainly not! 18 But if I build up again the very things that I once tore down, then I demonstrate that I am a transgressor. 19 For through the law I died to the law, so that I might live to God. I have been crucified with Christ; 20 and it is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 21 I do not nullify the grace of God; for if justification comes through the law, then Christ died for nothing. 

GOSPEL: Luke 7: 36 - 8: 3 (RCL) 

(NRSV) One of the Phar'isees asked Jesus to eat with him, and he went into the Phar'isee's house and took his place at the table. 37 And a woman in the city, who was a sinner, having learned that he was eating in the Phar'isee's house, brought an alabaster jar of ointment. 38 She stood behind him at his feet, weeping, and began to bathe his feet with her tears and to dry them with her hair. Then she continued kissing his feet and anointing them with the ointment. 39 Now when the Phar'isee who had invited him saw it, he said to himself, "If this man were a prophet, he would have known who and what kind of woman this is who is touching him--that she is a sinner." 40 Jesus spoke up and said to him, "Simon, I have something to say to you." "Teacher," he replied, "Speak." 41 "A certain creditor had two debtors; one owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 42 When they could not pay, he canceled the debts for both of them. Now which of them will love him more?" 43 Simon answered, "I suppose the one for whom he canceled the greater debt." And Jesus said to him, "You have judged rightly." 44 Then turning toward the woman, he said to Simon, "Do you see this woman? I entered your house; you gave me no water for my feet, but she has bathed my feet with her tears and dried them with her hair. 45 You gave me no kiss, but from the time I came in she has not stopped kissing my feet. 46 You did not anoint my head with oil, but she has anointed my feet with ointment. 47 Therefore, I tell you, her sins, which were many, have been forgiven; hence she has shown great love. But the one to whom little is forgiven, loves little." 48 Then he said to her, "Your sins are forgiven." 49 But those who were at the table with him began to say among themselves, "Who is this who even forgives sins?" 50 And he said to the woman, "Your faith has saved you; go in peace." 8:1 Soon afterwards he went on through cities and villages, proclaiming and bringing the good news of the kingdom of God. The twelve were with him, 2 as well as some women who had been cured of evil spirits and infirmities: Mary, called Mag'dalene, from whom seven demons had gone out, 3 and Joan'na, the wife of Herod's steward Chu'za, and Susanna, and many others, who provided for them out of their resources.

� The readings on which this sermon is based are found at the end of the sermon.  


I ask your patience with regard to the layout of my sermons – they are written out in a way that makes it easier for me to read aloud.  Unfortunately, it may make the silent reader wonder if the writer had ever been apprised of the usefulness of punctuation.     
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